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Essex Police Join Operation TRAVERSE – 
targeting illegal fishing and fish theft  

Essex Police has become the latest police force to sign up to 
Operation TRAVERSE - the multi-agency initiative launched in 
2014 to tackle fish theft and illegal fishing in the East of England. 

The commitment creates an important link with surrounding forces 
and provides a wider roll-out of the operation in the East and South 
East of England. 

Essex Police’s promise of firm support for Operation TRAVERSE 
will see a big step forward in the fight against fish poaching in the 
county, which has led to low stocks of some fish species at some 
venues. 

Angling Trust National Enforcement Manager, Dilip Sarkar MBE 
said: “This is yet another step forward – indicating a keen 
commitment from the police service, in spite of its huge array of 
commitments and priorities, to address anglers’ issues and the 
wider criminality involved. We look forward very much to working 
closely with Essex Police and our existing and future partners. The 
only way forward is everyone getting on the same page and 
working together.” 

Essex Police formally joined Operation TRAVERSE following a 
training and induction day at Essex Police Headquarters in 
Chelmsford. This was attended by members of Essex Constabulary 
Wildlife & Heritage Crime Team, the Angling Trust Fisheries 
Enforcement Support Service, Environment Agency Fisheries 
Enforcement and Environmental Crime Officers, and the Angling 
Trust Voluntary Bailiff Service, with presentations from both the 
Angling Trust and Environment Agency. 

Topics included issues with migrant anglers not understanding UK 
fisheries law, migrant angler education, methods of illegal fishing, 
how to spot incidents, how to effectively deliver the operation 
through joint patrols with other member organisations, how this 
offending often fits within a much wider framework of criminality, 
and the Voluntary Bailiff Service. 

Environment Agency Enforcement Team Leader Lesley Robertson 
said: “We are pleased to welcome Essex Police as a partner to 
Operation TRAVERSE.  This will build on existing work we carry 
out with the force across the beautiful Essex countryside to tackle 
illegal fishing. 

“Anyone that suspects illegal fishing is taking place should report 
the details to the Environment Agency’s Incident Hotline on 0800 
80 70 60, or Essex Police on 101 quoting Operation TRAVERSE.” 

PC Andy Long of Essex Police Wildlife and Heritage Crime Team 
said: “Essex Constabulary will work closely with the Angling Trust 
voluntary bailiffs and Environment Agency fisheries Enforcement 
Officers on planned days of action across the region to identify and 
deal with any offences revealed in a robust and consistent manner.”

 

 

    



Angling Trust’s East of England Regional Enforcement Manager 
Paul Thomas said: “Tackling fish theft and illegal fishing is vital if 
we are to protect fisheries and clamp down on rod licence cheats. I 
cannot stress how important it is for anglers to report incidents.” 

ENDS- 
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Notes: 
More information on Operation Traverse 

Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report it 
directly to the Environment Agency hotline, 0800 80 70 60. 
Information on illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be 
reported anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

You need a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence if you are aged 
12 or over and fish for salmon, trout, freshwater fish, smelt or eel in 
England. You can buy a Rod Licence at Fishinginfo.co.uk 

Media contact: 
Paul Thomas, East of England Regional Enforcement Manager. 
paul.thomas@anglingtrust.net  07495 433621 

Picture:  
Members of Essex Police, the Environement Agency and the 
Angling Trust at Essex Police Headquarters, Chelmsford. 

Hi-res version and alternative picture available from: 
ed.noyes@anglingtrust.net 

Angling Trust: 
The Angling Trust is the national representative and governing 
body for angling in England. It is united in a collaborative 
relationship with Fish Legal, a separate membership association 
using the law to protect fish stocks and the rights of its members 
throughout the UK. 

Find out all about the Angling Trust and its work at 
www.anglingtrust.net or call us on 01568 620447 

 


